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FROM THE BEGINNING
MARTIN J. WOLF, FOUNDER
This, our first official newsletter from this homestead, has
been in the making for 115 years. You see, hand-me down
stories vividly attest to our family farm. My grandfather, a
German settler, named Frank Wolf, held a vision of hope
and dreams that this new land would provide not only a
suitable way of life for his son (my father) and future
family, but would carry on a legacy of respecting and
stewarding the land, animals, and nature. The 160-acre
property, originally purchased in 1908, provided enough
high quality timber to build the current barn and
farmhouse, which still stands today.
During the 1920's, my father purchased the farm from my
grandfather, and with the help of my mother, created
memories on this farm that have been re-told for
generations.
From its earliest years, the farm was more than a "working"
farm, it was a sanctuary to those who were hurting, seeking
direction, needing encouragement, as well as food, shelter
and more. I smile, recalling the countless times that
children ages 1-16 stayed on our farm until their own home
life became safe, stable and/or livable.
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Many years and hundreds of stories later, we continue to be
aware of those who would benefit from a connection with
the fauna and flora of God's creation on this precious land.
Little did Frank Wolf know that his hopes and dreams have
come true and continue to live on.
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FROM THE BEGINNING, cont.
Martin remains on the family farm after successfully raising six
children with his beloved wife, Lucille, and retiring from a life-long
career in dairy farming. Lucille passed away in December 2020,
however Martin continues to be actively involved in the farm's
operations and non-profit activities.

Our mission is to
provide farmbased
opportunities to
people of all
ages to
enhance lives
through learning,
exploring and
self-discovery.

A SEASON FOR EVERYTHING
BETH M. ZARNKE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As we look back one year ago this spring, we are in awe of God's
goodness! Each season was filled with not only with new sights,
smells and experiences, but included a hardy handful of surprises
and challenges.
Last spring with some trepidation, but mostly faith, I stepped out
of my comfort zone. With one eye shut and a quick breath hold I took the leap of faith by moving into my role as Executive
Director full time to dedicate as more time to the Memory Lane
Farm, Inc. non-profit programs, events and activities.
This decision proved to be one of the best decisions of my life.
Coupled with the incredible support of generous private donors,
funding agencies such as Marshfield Area United Way and
Wood County Human Services, we also fostered new relationships
across the community and county.
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Creation
is the
canvas on
which God
has painted
His
Character.

A SEASON FOR EVERYTHING...cont.
- Cultivating Hope Our mentoring program took off with great speed beginning spring
2021 with participants, fondly known as "Wranglers". Our Wranglers
ranged in age from 9 years through adults, who came to farm wideeyed and ready to allow us the privilege to hear their life stories,
challenges and dreams. They openly accepted the farm animals,
walks in the woods, chores, and simple laughter to help them find
hope and healing. Our mentoring program continues to grow in
referrals.

- AgriVenture Farm Camp Last summer we were happy to be "back in the saddle" after taking
off a year due to the pandemic. We celebrated with over 60 campers
and 65 volunteers! The six-evening camp was nothing short of magical
as kids (grades 3-6) and adults had hands-on learning experiences,
fun and discovery of pond critters and got to experience live baby
goat births! Not sure we can EVER top that! Our planning team is
busy organizing for our 5th camp year, filled with new experiences,
learning opportunities and of course fun on the farm!

- Acres of Fun Foster Care Camp With our new connection with Wood County Human Services, we
gladly opened the farm to offer foster care children a week long day
camp. It was filled with learning, playing, exploring in the woods,
celebrating and story telling. For many of the foster care campers,
this was their first experience on a farm - and it was not a
disappointment! We are already planning camp and additional Foster
Care/Kinship events and activities for 2022.

- Circle of Life While our programs continued to grow with participants and
volunteers, we had our share of sad moments in 2021. With life on the
farm, death is part of everyday life. Knowing that the "circle of life" is
a hard part of nature, it also created opportunities to have heartfelt
conversations with our volunteers and Wranglers about the beauty of
life and the sting of death and dying. Although we lost two amazing
horse partners (Abby and Sweet Anna), we gained mighty strength in
adding Coco and Cricket, two miniature horses to our farm! Our
horse partners are large part of our farm-based program due to the
wonderful horse-human connection that many participants experience.
We look forward to a great new year with our mighty minis!
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HELLO SPRING
With the long winter behind us, we are ready to have nature wake
up! Planning has begun for the new season of adventures at the
farm. Follow our website and Facebook page for details on these
exciting opportunities. We'd love for you to join us for the
following events & activities:

Saturday, April 30 - Farm Spring Clean Up Day
Tuesday, May 24 - AgriVenture Farm Camp
Volunteer Orientation
Saturday, June 4 - Marshfield's June Dairyfest
Parade Participant
Tuesday-Thursday, June 7-16 - AgriVenture Farm
Camp
Monday-Thursday, July 18-21 - Acres of Fun Foster
Care Camp

TESTIMONIES

"A sunrise
and sunset
reminds us of
new
beginnings
and the hope
of a better
tomorrow."
RICHARD KRAWCZYK

"The Cultivating Hope program has been
absolutely wonderful for my daughter. She has
found more confidence and the ability to open
up about her thoughts and feelings. There is a
sparkle in her eye I haven't seen for some time
thanks to the MLF staff. Their compassion for
helping others is amazing!"

- Parent

"I'm truly grateful and thankful for this program.
It's filled my child with compassion, hope,
belonging and purpose."

- Parent
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Yes! I believe in the mission of
Memory Lane Farm, Inc.
Here is how I can help:
Sign me up to volunteer:
Mentor (Cultivating Hope Program)
Horse Handler (Cultivating Hope Program)
Camp Volunteer
Special Events
Other (please list):
Please mark above, then complete the name & address
portion below or visit www.memorylanefarm.org/volunteer

I'm happy to donate - use my donation for:
Use it where it is needed the most
Scholarships for programs

Payment Method:
A check payable to Memory Lane Farm Inc. or
MLF for $
Donations may be sent to: Memory Lane Farm, Inc.,
8640 Heritage Drive, Marshfield WI 54449

Donations may also be made online at
www.memorylanefarm.org

Please make my donation a gift:
In honor of:
In memory of:
Please send gift acknowledgement to:
Name:
Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Phone:
Email:
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Email: Memorylanefarm86@gmail.com
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