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GROUNDED IN
HOPE
Newsletter from Memory Lane Farm, Inc.

Fostering Hope
MADDY HENSEL, YOUTH APPRENTICE
In 2021 Memory Lane Farm partnered with Wood County
Human Services' Foster Care program to offer "Acres of Fun"
Summer Camp for foster care kids in Wood County.

I have been volunteering at Memory Lane Farm since
2017, and now, as of January of 2022, on staff as a
Youth Apprentice. Volunteering at AgriVenture Farm
Camp, Christmas in the Barn, and other special events
has taught me how to be adaptable, a better problem
solver and to hone in on my listening skills. I’ve had the
opportunity to hear individuals’ personal life stories.
Throughout it all, volunteering included so much
gratitude for the opportunity to make an impact in
others lives.
When I was invited to volunteer at Acres of Fun Farm
Camp, I was truly honored and excited to help our
team execute it! I quickly found out that I was in for a
new and unique challenge; the demographic of the
camp being children connected with Foster Care.
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Fostering Hope, cont.
As a young adult, I had not yet been exposed to
helping guide children with this set of needs and
backgrounds. I entered the camp with uncertainty, but
that feeling was quickly replaced by a wish to give the
campers extra love and fun for the time they were at
Memory Lane Farm!
We welcomed ten campers between 7-13 years old for
five days during July of 2021. Volunteers included
community volunteers and Wood County Human
Services Staff, along with MLF Staff. Throughout our
time together, we explored, laughed, and shared special
moments. We encouraged campers to play and have
fun! Campers were introduced to farm animals,
crafts/woodworking, and environmental science project
areas, as well as bonding time, such as wagon rides,
trips to the woods, and free play time! On our final day,
we surprised the campers with a Birthday Bash! The
community supported this by sponsoring gifts and handwritten birthday cards! We led horseback riding, farmrelated games, enjoyed snacks and cupcakes, and other
activities. I cherished being able to see excited looks on
the camper's faces.

“I alone cannot
change the
world, but I can
cast a stone
across the waters
to create many
ripples.”

- Mother Teresa

A few of my favorite parts were teaching campers
about animals, playing soccer, and helping kids come
out of their shell. As a younger female, a few of the
young girls took a liking to talking to me and we
bonded throughout the camp. During one of the wagon
rides, a young camper unexpectedly opened up to me
about her past stories of abuse. It genuinely broke my
heart that this child was exposed to such atrocious
actions, but the trust and mentorship I was able to
provide this child fulfilled my hope to inspire a feeling
of safety in these campers. The following day the same
child brought a hairbrush and asked me to braid her
hair similar to mine! It was the small moments that
filled my heart and stuck in my memory, hopefully
leaving joy and hope in the campers’ minds. I am
honored to have been able to make a difference in a
few of their lives and am looking forward in assisting
with this camp in the future.
.
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The Power of YES!
BETH ZARNKE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Over the course of time one thing we have learned is the
enormous strength that empowerment and positivity brings to
our farm programs. While our small staff can accomplish some
tasks, it is clear that it takes many hands, hearts and skill sets
to accomplish our mission (not to mention volunteers add a
whole lotta of fun too!)
The power of YES! is invaluable when there are many needs at
the farm and within our programs. The beauty of MLF is that
due to the variety of activities, camps, animals, projects and
planning - there is room for everyone!

Volunteer
Testimony
Volunteering at MLF has
been a fun and rewarding
experience, as I have
enjoyed being a mentor
and camp volunteer. MLF
offers something for
everyone, where people feel
loved, accepted and find
purpose. To see expressions
on faces when they feel
accepted and valued has
been priceless!

~ Heidi Boe.

Volunteering can be accomplished on a weekly basis, or on an
as-needed basis. Due to the nature of our programs, we provide
Volunteer Training specific to the program and guests served.
Our greatest needs are:
Mentors (weekly for 2 hours for 12 weeks)
Camp Volunteers (T-TH evenings June 7,8,9,14,15,16)
Flower/Vegetable Gardeners (Spring - Fall)
Volunteer Coordinator (Any time)
Special Events (As Needed)
Craft Coordinator for Cultivating Hope Mentoring
Handyman
To learn more about volunteer opportunities, call Beth Zarnke
at 715-897-7187 or complete the online application at
www.memorylanefarm.us/forms
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Meet Our Staff
Aaron harris
Equine Program/Facilities Director
Aaron has served as a volunteer and on staff since fall 2019. As
a mentor and equine director, Aaron has a passion in helping
people understand God’s care, hope, and love while at the farm.
Prior to moving to Arpin, WI, Aaron was honorably retired from
the United States Air Force in 2019, and has over 20 years of
mentoring thousands of military and civilian personnel to
overcome life’s obstacles. He holds an undergraduate degree in
Christian Counseling, an Associates degree in Education and
Training, is licensed as a Wisconsin Substitute Teacher, and is a
Certified Instructor of Novice Western Horsemanship. He spent
18 months assisting youth at Show Me Christian Youth Home
developing leadership through equine learning activities.
His passion is to help individuals live a better quality of life by
focusing on their mental and physical health. He is inspired daily
by his wife and four sons and loves to spend quality time with
them. In his free time, he loves to camp, fish, worship, and play
board games.

maddy hensel
Youth Apprentice
Maddy has been a volunteer at MLF since the 2018 AgriVenture
Camp. Her Mom and two sisters also began volunteering by
helping with the animals and providing rabbits for educational
use. As of January 2022, Maddy started her position as a Youth
Apprentice working in Marketing and assisting with Program
Development. She is a Junior at Pittsville High School where she
is actively involved in FFA, National Honor Society, Student
Council, Math League, FBLA, FCCLA, 4-H, and many other
clubs. She also enjoys playing Soccer, Football, and Track for
her school. In her free time, Maddy can be found working with
her dairy cattle that she and her sisters show internationally.
Currently, Maddy is serving as the 2022 Wisconsin Holstein
Association Princess! At MLF, Maddy enjoys overseeing social
media, observing mentoring sessions, and helping plan and run
camps. After High School, Maddy plans on pursuing a degree in
Communications and Marketing.
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Ode to Lilly
BETH ZARNKE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The circle of life is real on a
farm. But in death, we
remember the wonderful
moments that help heal our
saddened hearts. Friday, April
8th Lilly, our sweet farm dog
passed away. From a young
pup, Lilly was a fan favorite!
She was known to many as the
official farm greeter, with her
dog smile and soft eyes.
Through the years, she made it into many farm photos, as she
was a dog who absolutely loved people. In addition to her
sweet personality, she had an uncanny way of identifying those
who needed the comfort of a soothing dog-hug, or to those
needing a calm friend.
Our favorite memories include Lilly running through the crowd
of campers donned with her camp attire and adoring the
touch, hugs and excited exclamations from the kids! She loved
taking wagon rides and being everywhere the kids were.
During our mentoring sessions, it was a given that she would
wiggle into the lap of those who were anxious. After the
laughter, there was calm. There was peace. Lilly will be missed
greatly!

Farm Spring
Clean Up Day
SATURDAY, APRIL 30 9 AM

You are invited to help MLF
complete our spring cleaning!
Tasks include painting,
building, yard clean up, light
construction and more. This
event is perfect for teens and
adults to complete volunteer
hours. Lunch will be provided.
Please RSVP at:
memorylanefarm.us/events

MANY HANDS MAKE
FOR LIGHT WORK!

Upcoming Fun at Memory Lane Farm
Saturday, April 30 - Farm Spring Clean Up Day
Tuesday, May 24 - AgriVenture Farm Camp
Volunteer Orientation
Saturday, June 4 - Marshfield's June Dairyfest
Parade Participant
Tuesday-Thursday, June 7-16 - AgriVenture Farm
Camp
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Yes! I believe in the mission of
Memory Lane Farm, Inc.
Here is how I can help:

New "Kids" at the Farm!

Sign me up to volunteer:
Mentor (Cultivating Hope Program)
Horse Handler (Cultivating Hope Program)
Camp Volunteer
Special Events
Other (please list):
Please mark above, then complete the name & address
portion below or visit www.memorylanefarm.org/volunteer

I'm happy to donate - use my donation for:
Use it where it is needed the most
Scholarships for programs

Payment Method:
A check payable to Memory Lane Farm Inc. or
MLF for $
Donations may be sent to: Memory Lane Farm, Inc.,
8640 Heritage Drive, Marshfield WI 54449

Donations may also be made online at
www.memorylanefarm.org

Please make my donation a gift:
In honor of:
In memory of:
Please send gift acknowledgement to:
Name:

Oh Kids! What a spring it has been!
On Tuesday, March 28, Maddy our
Nygerian Dwarf doe (female goat) gave
birth to two babies! Although we knew
she was expecting, these babies were
delivered early on a very cool afternoon.
We snuggled them in cut off work socks
and a heating lamps to keep them warm!
Monday, April 4, Honey, our
Pygmy/Nigerian Dwarf doe gave birth
to twin kids also! They enjoyed the
sweater socks too. But as the circle of life
happens on the farm, we unfortunately
lost two of the babies. We are thrilled to
share, however, that both of our
remaining babies are doing great! We
are even helping one along by bottle
feeding! Yes, it's one of our favorite
times of the day!

Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Phone:
Email:

Email: Memorylanefarm86@gmail.com
Phone: 715.897.7187
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